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the hopes of the German people and set before them
the advantages of the war as something they could
grasp. But behind the fighting masses at the front must
stand united the masses of those who stay at home, in
even stricter discipline than they. " Man fights not only
with a sword but with his heart, and when once this
power of resistance is broken, the sword grows blunt."

It was in such a state of mind as this that Stresemann
was confronted with his country's downfall. It found
him utterly unprepared, with his stock of inherited
ideas and rooted preconceptions still relatively intact.
And the revolution found him just as- unprepared as
the defeat. He could not understand why people
should want to avenge themselves on guiltless victims
for an elemental catastrophe brought upon Germany
by an envious coalition. As he did not grasp the
reasons for the revolt against the immediate past, he
did not penetrate beyond the outer aspect of that
November day; he saw only mutinous troops, im-
provised control of the streets, chaos and perplexity.
He was indignant at that resistance, the rapid desertion
of the masses to the other camp, the surrender of what
had yesterday been sacred in exchange for views as yet
only half-understood. The old world was falling
because no one held it up.

For Gustav Stresemann, to whom the weary road of
redemption and despair was unknown, this sudden
defection had a savour of disloyalty, of opportunist
betrayal in a crisis. Just as he failed to read the
meaning of defeat, so he misunderstood the meaning
of the revolution. In the days of confusion that
followed the collapse, many efforts were made by
the leaders of the new regime to exclude Gustav